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History: what were we thinking?
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Remove all the 
ducks?

History: what were we thinking?



How is swimmer’s itch still prevalent on 
lakes where mergansers were removed?



New technology has helped us answer this 
and other questions



Blankespoor, HD and Reimink, RL; 1991
The control of swimmer’s itch in Michigan: Past, Present and Future.

There are several species of swimmer’s 
itch-causing parasite
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Ecological importance of parasites
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There are at least 8, and maybe 10, avian 
schistosome species that we have genetically 

identified thus far from 10 MI lakes

• These parasites (along with others) are ecologically 
important

• As are the hosts that they use to complete their life 
cycles



So, what can I do to prevent swimmer’s itch?



A Comparison

Mosquitoes Swimmer’s 
itch



Prevention Strategies
1. Rash Guards



Prevention Strategies
2. Swim in the afternoon



Behavior of Cercariae



Prevention Strategies
3. Swim deeper and avoid onshore winds

Deep water

Onshore Wind

Shallow Water





Experimental Baffle
North Lake LeelanauPrevention Strategies

4. Use a baffle



Experimental Test SitePrevention Strategies
- Remove snails inside baffle



Experimental Test Site
Cercaria removal test sitePrevention Strategies

- ‘Skim’ cercariae off surface of swim area
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Test 1 - Rake 5 min.

Prevention Strategies
- ‘Skim’ cercariae off surface of swim area



Prevention Strategies
- Swim on the opposite side of wind
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Experimental Baffle
North Lake LeelanauPrevention Strategies

5. Creams and Lotions



You have the power to prevent 
swimmer’s itch



Ultimately, what kind of lake are you 
hoping to have?
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