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Ventura River Watershed

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/rwqcb4/water_issues/programs/regional_program/Water_Quality_and_Watersheds/ventura_river_watershed/summary.shtml


Where do people ‘see’ a watershed?



- The Michigan Office of the Great Lakes State of the Great Lakes 2016 Report 

says that in some Michigan counties, up to 60% of respondents do not realize 

they live in a watershed. 

- Great Lakes water quality and pollution only comes from human recreation 

and activity on the lakes or the coastline.

Lack of Watershed Knowledge and Understanding



So What Can We Do?

ISEA is addressing watershed stewardship in three ways:

- Modifying shipboard programs to connect participants’ watersheds to the 

Great Lakes in a plastics pollution station

- Hosting intensive Great Lakes Watershed Field Courses for educators
- 4 days, immersive field experiences, and community partner connections

- Expanding shoreside programs into Watershed Exploration Programs to 

connect what happens on land to what happens in the basin



Microplastics Pollution Station -

‘before’

- Types of microplastics, how did they get here?

- Bioaccumulation

- Collect a microplastics sample



Plastics Pollution - Program Modifications

- How did this get here?
- Pull misconception right away, show watershed map

- Bioaccumulation, why it matters

- Single use plastics mad lib



Great Lakes Watershed Field Course



Watershed Exploration 

Programs

ISEA has added 

programs that 

connect what 

happens on land 

to what happens 

in the Great 

Lakes basin



Thanks for your attention!

S/V Inland Seas sailing the Detroit River
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