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"Outstanding State Resource Water” Workshop

or the past 18 months, Grand
F Traverse Baykeeper John

Nelson has been exploring
the possibility of redesignating
Grand Traverse Bay as an Outstand-
ing State Resource Water (OSRW).
Prior to 1996, the northernmost
portions of Lake Michigan (in-
cluding the bay) and Lake Huron
were listed as outstanding waters in
the state’s water quality standards.
This designation was dropped for
undetermined reasons in subsequent
MDEQ water quality standards docu-
ments. Currently, Lake Superior is still
designated an OSRW.

Being designated an OSRW affords
greater protection from potential degra-
dation under Michigan’s water quality
standards. Currently, discharges to the bay must meet
a statewide standard for Lake Michigan that is lower
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Designation as an Outstanding
State Resource Water affords
greater protection from potential
degradation under Michigan’s
water quality standards.

than the current quality of the bay.
Under OSWR designation, new
discharges or increased discharges
from existing permit holders would
be required to meet the higher
OSWR standards. No discharges of
lesser quality than existing waters
of the bay would be allowed unless
it was determined that no prudent
and feasible alternatives to lowering
water quality existed.

In order to explore this issue
and its potential impacts on local
municipalities, Grand Traverse County
and the City of Traverse City are hosting
a workshop for representatives of local
government on January 10th from 2-5
p.m. at the Hagerty Center. Watershed
Center staff will serve as facilitators and
MDEQ staff will present information and address ques-

tions and concerns.
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Recent Grant Awards Total $642,000

For Key Watershed Projects

he Watershed Center Grand Traverse Bay

will be the beneficiary of $425,000 in

Clean Michigan Initiative (CMI)
monies to continue implementation of
key Grand Traverse Bay Watershed
Protection Plan recommendations.
The Watershed Center is one of 14
organizations to receive support in
this round of grant awards which
totaled $6 million statewide. The
grant addresses the two primary
Pollutﬂnts il’l our Watﬁrshed — €Xces-
sive nutrients and sedimentation
— and their primary source, which
is stormwater.

Project partners include the
City of Traverse City, Grand Tra-
verse Conservation District, Inland
Seas Education Association, Kalkaska
Conservation District, and the Grand
Traverse County and Kalkaska County
Road Commissions.

Between this project and the Center’s
recent $116,000 EPA award for stormwater
work on Kid’s Creek, our efforts to work with
local governments and other partner organizations
to begin addressing stormwater issues in a proactive
manner have gotten a huge boost.

The CMI grant includes several innovative com-
ponents, including: the planting of 700 feet of vegeta-
tive buffer strips on a highly used golf course in the
headwaters of the Boardman River in the Village of
Kalkaska, and, the planting of 1300 feet of vegetative
buffer along the Boardman River in Hannah Park in
Traverse City. Buffers are considered to be one of the
most effective ways of reducing the amount of non-
point source pollution from entering a water body.
Buffers help stabilize banks, reduce flooding and sedi-
mentation, remove pollutants and provide shade.

Matching funds and in-kind services in the amount
of $225,000 are committed to the project by the City
of Traverse City, the conservation districts, The Water-
shed Center and the two county road commissions.

Through a
small match-
ing grant
from Global
Releaf,
more than
60 students
worked to
plant 18
trees at the
Kid's Creek
site. See
story on
page 4.

o “The Watershed Center project will employ

both proven and innovative pollution con-
trol practices at strategic locations in the
watershed,” said Mike Stifler, district
g supervisor, MDEQ Cadillac District
Office. “We are very pleased to sup-
port their continuing efforts to bring
together communities and landown-
ers to protect Grand Traverse Bay.”
Other project tasks include:
* Restoring three streambank ero-
sion sites on the Boardman River,
a total of 125 linear feet.
 Stabilizing six eroding road/
stream crossings where sediment is
the primary pollutant of concern
(three sites on the Boardman, two
sites on the Rapid River, and one on
Williamsburg Creek).
* Installing and operating four storm-
water remediation sites (oil grit separa-
tors/outfall rehab) in Traverse City on the
Boardman River.
¢ Constructing a 5200 square foot wetland storm-
water treatment system at Inland Seas Education
Center in the Village of Suttons Bay.
e Installing a modular (pervious) pavement dem-
onstration site in a downtown Traverse City parking
lot.
Project tasks for the Kid’s Creek Stormwater grant
from the EPA are:
e Updating city stormwater ordinances and develop-
ing appropriate Best Management Practices to manage
Traverse City stormwater.
*  Cost sharing project in the Kid’s Creek neighbor-
hood to encourage owners to establish buffer strips and
install rain gardens to control the flow of rainwater.
¢ Rehabilitation of two sections of streambank on
Kid’s Creek north of Meijer’s.
¢ Restoration of the Boardman River banks at the
Farmer’s Market.
Partners in this project are the Grand Traverse
Conservation District and the City of Traverse City.



events and activities listed here.

DECEMBER 2004

December 16

Annual Holiday Open House
The Watershed Center
4-6:30 p.m.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

JANUARY 2005

January 10

Outstanding State Water Resource Forum
2-5 p.m., Hagerty Center

Great Lakes Campus

Northwestern Michigan College
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tershed Center Grand Traverse Bay. Our purpose is to keep members and
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as developments affecting the Grand Traverse Bay and its nearly 1,000-square
mile watershed. Reader comments are welcome. Phone: 231/935-1514 or
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mental Protection Agency under assistance agreement 2003-0041. The contents
of the document do not necessarily reflect the views and policies of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, nor does the mention of trade names or commercial
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The Watershed Center

Please call The Watershed Center offices at 231/935-1514 for additional details about the following

FEBRUARY 2005

February 9

Brown Bag

Water Studies Institute, room 112
Please call the office for the agenda.

MARCH 2005

March 9

Brown Bag

Water Studies Institute, room 112
Please call the office for the agenda.

10th Anniversary
Open House

Local writer Michael Delp and performer/composer/
educator John Wunsch (below) helped entertain more
than 100 guests at The Watershed Center’s 10th Anni-
versary celebration October 20th at the Hagerty Cen-
ter. The event highlighted ten years of water quality
protection activities. Special
thanks to DTE Energy for
their financial support of

the event.
Thanks
to Susan
Spears,
Dee Smith
and Lisa
Steward from

the Lawton Gal-
lagher Group, Kellie
Ferguson and Liz
DeLaRossa. Special
thanks to North-
western Michi-

gan College for
their generous
assistance.

GRAND TRAVERSE BAY

Dear Friend of the Bay

Did you know that the Grand Traverse Bay watershed covers nearly 1,000 square miles, yet we only have
one Baykeeper?

That’s why we need your help now — we must raise $15,000 by the
end of the year so that our Baykeeper program can continue its critical
work. water. It’s where we fish, kayak,

John Nelson is our Baykeeper. He works hard day in and day out to  sypim, boat and meander along the
protect our quality of life. He answers all our pressing questions as land-

The bay supplies our drinking

B
owners. He conducts water quality monitoring. He promotes the envi- shore. It's where we gaze at

ronmental health of Grand Traverse Bay. He serves as a liaison between spectacular sunsets. Its beauty and
concerned citizens and agencies. He assists local governments.

John Nelson is the eyes, ears and voice for the natural wonder that is ReLnnR s ou'r 'emmomy
Grand Traverse Bay. and our sprrits.

If our Baykeeper can't take care of it, who will? Please give now and as
generously as you can. If you have already contributed this year — would you consider an additional gift? Together

we can preserve the bounty and beauty that is our Grand Traverse Bay. Thank you for your caring generosity.

Sincerely&)

Anne Brasie, Executive Director

-l Yo, [ would like to help protect

e Grand Traverse Bay.

0 $35 0 $50 0 $100 [ $250 [ $500 [ $1000 [ Other $

[ Please charge my gift o [] VISA [0 MasterCard [] Discover [ American Express
Credit Card # Expiration Date:

Signature
[ Enclosed is my check payable to The Watershed Center. [] Please use my donation toward the Baykeeper Boat.

Name

Billing Address

City State Zip

Phone

Your donation is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Send this form with your check to: The Watershed Center Grand Traverse Bay ¢ 232 E. Front St. ¢ Traverse City, Ml 49684
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Watershed Protection Plan Update Tug Assists in Torch Lake Project

ince completing the Protection Plan last December, work has been progressing on implementation efforts. In addition hree Lakes Association was re- 1 lake’s water column by volunteers who
to the grants listed on page 1, The Watershed Center received a “transition grant” to do work required to meet new EPA cently awarded $62,000 from the = will also measure tributary rates flow

guidelines for watershed protection plans and to begin implementation of the recently approved plan. Partners in this MDEQ for an 18-month project i and work with a peer review commit-

project include the Conservation Resource Alliance, Grand Traverse Conservation District, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council, to build a predictive water quality model tee to ensure the results will withstand
the City of Traverse City, the Northwest Michigan Council of Governments, the Land Information Access Association and for Torch Lake. Surrounding townships * scientific scrutiny.
others. are contributing $14,000 in matching Preliminary screening of stream
Project elements include further inventory and assessment of streambanks, road stream crossings, local natural resource funds. Volunteers, including student flows and total phosphorus loadings
protection ordinances, septic tanks and other wastewater treatment infrastructure; development of public information materi- interns, will bring another $25,000 or were made as part of a summer intern-
als; meetings to introduce local governments and the general public to plan; and laying the groundwork for the development of more in matching funds to the project. ship program with two Elk Rapids
a stormwater task force. The model will help predict the High School honor students.
impacts of various changes to the lake’s i = : = : The Watershed Center is assist-
ecosystem, including increased phospho- ing Three Lakes Association this fall
Baykeepel’ Boat TOU r- A S ummer Afloat rous inputs from future sources such as new sewage col- by providing the Baykeeper tugboat as a monitoring
lection and treatment systems, marinas, condominiums platform. Most pleasure boats have been removed
he Watershed Center launched its new tugboat, the Grand Traverse Baykeeper, at the Grand Traverse Yacht or other residential development, failing septic tanks from the lake, but the rugged tugboat will stay in a
Club on July 22. Approximately 100 friends, supporters and donors to the boat project attended a cock- or other man-made or natural ecological changes. The slip at DeWitt Marine on the Clam River until the
tail party and enjoyed Baykeeper Wave ice cream cones from Moomers. The launch party was the first in a initial effort will focus on Torch Lake, but the model lake freezes over. Special thanks to DeWitt Marine for
summer long series of outreach events throughout the watershed billed as the “Baykeeper Boat Tour.” The purpose will also include Clam Lake and Lake Bellaire. providing the tug a home for the fall and helping us get
of this tour was to mtroducc the publlc to the boat and the Baykeeper program and to provide useful information Hundreds of samples will be collected from the her in and out of the river.

about clean boatin;

Michiganis Coast goment Program. 5 i City and County Step Up To Protect Our Waters

§| The ba‘kgr"“"d Ph°t° salutes the launch of raverse City’s wastewater treatment plant is now on line with its new membrane bioreactor technology. The plant
The Grand Traverse Baykeeper. Other mo- upgrade, the largest installation of this technology in the United States, is already exceeding all expectations. Effluent

H l@ ‘k\_‘g ] i
m & ‘dl‘rd at Fnday—Nl ; mentous occasions of the tug’s first season
t l include: 1) The Grand Traverse Baykeeper . |- drinking water standards. Now that’s clean! This $31 million dollar project not only upgraded treatment levels from secondary
C-, i ol B vclcomes the public on its stop at Clinch S to tertiary, it increased the capa.city of the plant to accomm-odate future growth. Noise and odor levels have been substantially
th€ enter pri - reduced. The plant serves the city and surrounding townships.
Ground has been broken on the new Grand Traverse County Septage Treatment Plant. The county expects to open

samples indicate that the quality of the discharged waters far exceeds necessary standards — and in some cases meets

= Park Marina. 2) The maiden voyage on
rmatlve brochure on mvaswe SPCCICS S €ClL

Arms &C CG]C, chubllc Ba Bank, TV" ¢ { Crenciisverseisay; o this plant in April 2005. When finished the plant will convert an estimated 10 million gallons of septic, grease trap and hold-
ek Insurancel‘Bay‘Brcezc Yacht dﬁarte TSI A L = - ing tank waste into a Class A biosolid suitable for fertilizing gardens. Currently, untreated waste is applied directly onto fields
N —— - g — ¥ at various sites located around the county. As our population grows it becomes increasingly difficult to find suitable sites for
,JG And thank you ol h b ; Yo . T 1 ; . : land applied septage. All 13 Grand Traverse County townships are participating in this project and when it is complete all
Jaquish, Tom Yocum, ] ! kN ) o ] ] = septage haulers in the county will be required to use the treatment facility.

Kudos to all the forward thinking officials and citizens that helped make these two great projects happen — they repre-
sent a significant public commitment to clean water for our future.

- - John McKinney, Ellen Kohl =P

Summer Secchi Dipping

nce again, a devoted crew of volunteers from the Power Squadron spent the summer taking Secchi Disk readings
O from five different locations in East Bay. The disk measures the clarity of the bay. From 2002 to 2003 there was

an approximate 11% increase in the depth at which the disk could still be seen. This summer the numbers were
slightly below last year’s figures with average depth readings of 35 feet compared to 38.75 feet in 2003. Although this one
parameter does not tell the whole story, the increase in clarity of the bay indicates potentially harmful changes to the ecosys-
tem. The increasing clarity, attributed to the filtering capabilities of the zebra mussel, is allowing light to penetrate to much
greater depths leading to increased plant and alga growth. Some of this plant material ends up on area beaches, causing
unwanted messes and odors.

Special thanks to the following volunteers: Harv Norris, Lyn and Pat Salathiel, Judy and David Poblod, and Barbara and Tom Lyon.
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Served on the Leelanant Township Land, Use Vistoning Committee.

tym Grand Traverse Comnty aﬁtm//f to consider the

O@Wud a forwm with Traverse Ch

Visitors Bureas and conducted by william Mc meugh Associates.

J’ewmg ona coa,&oﬁmz {f‘refww WMLMMS, mdudmg the TVW;e cuy Area CW?V {f

Commerce, aty zmd county yﬁ%mk W Mmlugm LMA Use Imtvfwte,

Land Use and Transportation Plan for

TC-TALUS and

the area.

Grand Traverse Bay Watershed

Assisted with the Kids Creek Restoration Preject.

WLO’VMW Vel ﬂzeﬁi ws afHuz Baykeeper tugboat
ﬁ }’ 1e:emch it the umtef;/wd
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provided ?mmmmm in several area classrooms Md AM’MZ‘E(/{ in the RIPPLE tw.cw' workshop

4t the Water Studies Institute.

water quality and. shoveline issues.

this summer
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